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Consociational Democracy in Iraq: Reproducing Ethnic, 
Religious, and Linguistic Minorities as Political Minorities 
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This study argues that the political system resulting from the post-2003 political 
process in Iraq contributed to the reproduction of ethnic, religious and linguistic 
minorities within a homogeneous political identity, without taking into account 
the multiplicity ofideological orientations within the minorities themselves. These 
minorities have become political minorities, but they are powerless and unable to 
change or influence the political decision-making process in Iraq. This means that 
political practice in Iraq, including general electoral practice, remained a practice 
based on the reproduction of ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities, and did 
not turn into a real political practice. In other words, the identity marker (sect, 
ethnicity, etc.) comes before the political manifesto. This political reality imposed 
on ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities a political behaviour represented 
in voting for their ethnic, religious and linguistic parties, just as they were in the 
one-party era. 
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